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Welcome to the HRC May 2017 newsletter 

 

We are now going into the endurance season and the first event is Taupo at the 

Bruce McLaren Motor Sport Park on the 20th May.  Plenty of room for more 

entries, these endurance races provide the most racing kilometres per dollar, so get 

organised and get your entry in  www.motorsportentry.com.  

Any problems entering ring Chris 027 482 7542.  

http://www.hrcevents.co.nz/
http://www.nzrdl.co.nz/
http://www.motorsportentry.com/
http://www.hrcevents.co.nz/newsletters.php
http://www.motorsportentry.com/
http://exceed.us9.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=a2e26c756546f2858df2974de&id=cecc219671&e=18941c9237


Cars who competed in the fog last year get a free practice day on Friday courtesy of 

the Bruce McLaren Motorsport Park CEO, Tony Walker.  

HRC have been looking into accommodation and I am pleased to announce that we 

have been able to secure a special rate at the Wairakei Resort in Taupo. To book, 

you simply need to go to the website and click on ñbook nowò  www.wairakei.co.nz  

Then enter the dates you are wanting to stay, add the promotional code and the 

discounted rates will come up for you to be able to book. 

Promotional code: HRCEVENTS 

Room only per night is $150.00 King or twin rooms.  (Normal rate starts at $189.00) 

 

 

A big thank you to all the drivers who donated prizes for the Marshals Draw at the 

end of the Retyred Furniture Season Finale at Hampton Downs. These prizes are 

really appreciated by the volunteers and all the more so because they are donated 

by the drivers. HRC will continue to do these volunteer prize givingôs for future 

events. It was great to see all the classes holding prize givingôs for their members at 

the end of this meeting. 

 

The SIMPLY LEASING AUTUMN FORMULA LIBRE SERIES has been a great 

success this season and congratulations to the winners: 

¶ 1ST Nicholas Barker  

¶ 2nd Gary Rush  

¶ 3rd Robert Hulme.  

http://www.wairakei.co.nz/


Robert had the title in the bag going into the last round but suffered a catastrophic 

engine failure in practice and had to withdraw ï thereôs always next year Robert. 

This class has seen some close racing with the top ten cars lapping under 1.05. 

Kenny Smith and James Watson have said that at a meeting with more single seater 

classes laying down rubber on the racing line, a 59 second lap is possible in the 

Formula Atlantic cars. Bring on next season!  

 

 

A note from a great Competitor 

фур YƳΩǎΦ  

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ L ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǎƛƴƎ κ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƴŜǿƭȅ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ {ǿƛŦǘ 5.п 

Formula Atlantic car across 2016/ 2017 Season of racing. 

After racing a small saloon for some 27 years I started looking at Formula Fords - wanting a total 

change from saloon car to open wheeler.  

Interested in suspension tuning I knew I really had to go this way to expeǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀ άǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŎŀǊέΦ 

aȅ {ǿƛŦǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ƻƴ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ άǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎέ ŦƻǊ ǿŜŜƪǎ L ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǇƭǳƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ 

contacted South Island enthusiast Gary Love then purchased the Swift. I just had to own her. I 

thought what the hell, LΩƭƭ Ŏƭǳō ǊŀŎŜ ƛǘ if nothing else - just to have a drive.  

DŀǊȅ [ƻǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ōǊŀƪŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǊƻǳƴŘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƻƴŜǎΦ 

Transaxle rebuilt. Better make sure ƛǘΩǎ okay. At the end I received a very well maintained car.  

Unbeknown to me when I purchased the Swift, John Tomlin was busying himself (actually doing a 

fantastic job) to try and get Atlantics back out again, so I found myself going from race meeting to 

meeting across summer having the most amazing experience of car racing since I began when 17 

years old. 

¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ Ƙŀǎ άƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘέ ƳŜ ǘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜΦ [ƛǘǘƭŜ ƪƛŘǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƘƻǘƻΩǎ 

taken in it, one little guy gave it hug and saidΣ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŎŀǊέΦ 

To motorsport legends. Jamie Aislabe with so much advice and help throughout and at the start of 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ άȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘ - bƛǘ ǎƭƻǿ ǘƘƻǳƎƘέ. At the end of the season a quiet pat on the 

shoulder, άƎƻƻŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ōƻȅέΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ WŀƳƛŜ, listened to everything you said and did as I was told. 

Went faster. 

Kenny Smith chatting for hours helping with set up -  1.4 seconds faster thanks Kenny. 

{ƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ WƻƘƴ {ƭƻŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ My 2 

steadfast buddies who have helped along the way. Evan Kontze and John Fayen. 

James Watson so very fast from the gun in his Swift making me drive harder trying to catch up! All 

the other Formula Libre drivers who have been great guys and awesome to race against. 

HRC and the amazing group of people that make these meetings happen so we can live out our 

dreams a big thanks. 

All these and more helped make for the most incredible summer of motorsport. 



And a 2nd placŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ /ǳǇ {ŜǊƛŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀ нƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άSimply Leasing Seriesέ. 

The ultimate accolade being awarded the ά/ƘǊƛǎ !Ƴƻƴ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅέΦ 

фур ƪƳΩǎΦ о oil changes. 1 x $60 clutch releasŜ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎŀǎΦ !ƳŀȊƛƴƎΧΧ 

Gary Rush 

  

 

Retyred Furniture Season Finale Review 

Congratulations to 2K Cup round winner Chris Hughes and series winner Ian 

Wallace. Runner up was Racing Ray Williams with Mark Mallard 3rd overall at the 

Retyred Furniture Season Finale at Hampton Downs. Fantastic turn out of cars with 

two grids of 46 Cars 

The other big class at the Retyred Furniture Season Finale was SuperLaps with 40 

entries and 8 reserves if someone pulled during the day. This class has grown for 8 

cars a couple of years ago. 

 

MSNZ News and Conference 

The Motor Sport New Zealand conference is being held in Wellington on the 26th 27th 

May. HRC will be well represented by Chris and Tim as HRC delegates and Tony 

and Dale as commission members.  Should any members wish to have matters 

raised, please contact Chris Watson chris@grandprix.org.nz before 25th May. For a 

conference Agenda and a copy of the Litigation Report on the V8 Supertourer 

settlement please go to http://www.hrcevents.co.nz/pages.php?id=161 

Looking at the MSNZ accounts this settlement has cost $348,920 or $70 per 

member. I note the fact that this settlement has caused little interest on social media 

and assume from this that the motorsport community just wants to move on. 

Interesting to note the new MSNZ computer system has cost $637,714 to date.   

 

For the new MSNZ Protective Clothing requirements go to 

http://www.motorsport.org.nz/sites/default/files/motorsport/manual/amendments/351

00%20Sch%20A%20Clothing%20Amendment.pdf 

 

 

  

mailto:chris@grandprix.org.nz
http://www.hrcevents.co.nz/pages.php?id=161
http://www.motorsport.org.nz/sites/default/files/motorsport/manual/amendments/35100%20Sch%20A%20Clothing%20Amendment.pdf
http://www.motorsport.org.nz/sites/default/files/motorsport/manual/amendments/35100%20Sch%20A%20Clothing%20Amendment.pdf


A few interesting events coming up over the winter. We have the Endurance Rounds 

at Hampton Downs and Pukekohe. HRC in conjunction with Pukekohe Park are 

running a small Fords day on the 2nd July. On the 26th July there will a single seater 

/sports car day at Hampton Downs as part of the launch of the new Juno models. 

The 13th August will see a new event ñClubsport Race and Women in Motorsportñ 

meeting at Hampton Downs. The day is for beginners and novices and anyone 

wanting some cheap testing. The day will start with some track time and instruction, 

then some dual sprints and then some races limited to six cars. Temporary motor 

sport licences will be issued on the day for the dual sprints but for the Clubsport 

races an M licence will be required.    

 

Dennis Running is organising the Historic Trans Am cars into a class to run next year 

at selected events. This is for cars post Historic Sports Sedans era. If you have one 

of these cars please contact Dennis on 0292745741 email dennis07@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

Employee of the Month 

Barbara Manning - Front page North Shore Advertiser 
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Copied from Vintage Race car 

!ƭƭŀƴ aŎ/ŀƭƭ όмфплπнлмтύ  

!ƭƭŀƴ aŎ/ŀƭƭΣ ǿƘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ άŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣέ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ WƛƳ 
Clark in saloon cars, F1 and at Indy to building his own line of Tui racing cars, has passed 
away at the age of 76, apparently succumbing to complication from heart valve surgery. 
Serving at various times during his career as mechanic, engineer, fabricator, designer, 
constructor and team owner, McCall carried his characteristic excellence along with him 
wherever he went. 

After leaving his native New Zealand during the early 1960s to go to Europe and involve 
himself in international racing, McCall initially landed as a mechanic for Team Lotus, working 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ [ƻǘǳǎ /ƻǊǘƛƴŀ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ CмΣ LƴŘȅŎŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴ-
Am for both Lotus and McLaren. 

He then set out to build his own cars, from a shop at an old WWII airfield. This new car, 
ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳƛ ŀŦǘŜǊ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƛƎƘǘƛƴƎŀƭŜΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ŎŀǊ 
ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ aŎ/ŀƭƭΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀǘŜ .ŜǊǘ IŀǿǘƘƻǊƴŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ¦Φ{Φ 
Formula B specification and Hawthorne won three of his five FB starts with it despite the 
team pinching every penny. 

aŎ/ŀƭƭΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ¢ǳƛ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ [ŜŘŀ /ŀǊǎΣ 
but it first saw action as a Super Vee instead, with Hawthorne finishing 2nd in an 
international FSV race at Daytona. Several Super Vee Tuis were sold, but McCall preferred 
Formula Atlantic and, similarly, Formula Two, for which he built the Tui AM29. Then a tangle 
with another car during F2 practice at Hockenheim in 1972 sent it into an airborne accident 
ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ IŀǿǘƘƻǊƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŦǘ aŎ/ŀƭƭ ŘƛǎǘǊŀǳƎƘǘΦ {ǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ¢ǳƛ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ .I ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ IŀǿǘƘƻǊƴŜΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǊΣ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀŎŜŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ 
Atlantic by the likes of Elliott Forbes-Robinson, Brett Lunger, Tom Gloy, David Oxton and 
Damien Magee. 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ мфтнΣ aŎ/ŀƭƭ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ tŜŘŜǊȊŀƴƛ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ 
a design exercise that their company, Tecno, could use in F1. Tecno had enjoyed success in 
the lower formulae, but its F1 effort never matched expectations because the brothers 
decided to build their own engines as well as chassis. McCall left the team shortly after the 
first test. 

Surfacing in North America, he turned his attention to Formula Atlantic where he took up 
the role of mentor for young drivers, and In 1986 he guided Ted Prappas (above) to the 
West Coast Formula Atlantic championship in his Team Tui Ralt RT4. He also logged 
considerable time working as an engineer with Indycar teams before subsequently returning 
home to New Zealand to spend his later years. 

To his beloved companion Danielle Montour and all of his many friends in and out of the 
sport, Vintage Racecar extends its deepest sympathies. 



Just a footnote to Alans Obituary - It was Allan and Geoff Manning who discovered the 
Hampton Downs site and suggested building the track on the current site  

The Calendar below is very much a draft calendar at this stage with mainly a number 

of Taupo events still to be sorted. Class organisers have been mailed copies and are 

already booking events. Auckland Car Club, TACCOC and Speedworks events are 

still to be added but this stage there does not appear to be any clashesé. 

 

HRC Office 

Testing for competition licences is available at the HRC office as is testing for Authority 
Cards  also check out our shop on www.hrcevents.co.nz  

The HRC Shop is available for you to purchase Transponders, Books, Decal Sets etc. 

Entry Fee for 2017/18 Season will be $300 plus MSNZ levy (presently $53)    plus any track 
Health and Safety Levy. 
 
Discount for Large Classes   2K Cup and BMW E30    $30 

Last but not least - please like us on face book so you can get instant updates 
on coming events. HRCEventsNZ 
 
 
The HRC Team 
Chris Watson      0274 827542  chris@hrcevents.co.nz 

Tim Hill  021614600  Tim@hrcevents.co.nz 

Tony Roberts      0211332895  racert@hotmail.co.nz 

 HRC Office 

20 Augustus Tce Parnell   level two / suite three   09 377 0732 

  

http://www.hrcevents.co.nz/
mailto:chris@hrcevents.co.nz
mailto:Tim@hrcevents.co.nz
mailto:racert@hotmail.co.nz


 

STRONG ENTRY SHAPING UP FOR ONE AND THREE HOUR 

ENEOS RACES 

There are some interesting entries already lined up for the ENEOS North Island Endurance series - 

which takes to the circuits for the first time in 2017 at the Bruce McLaren Motorsport Park, Taupo on 

Saturday May 20. 

Reigning three hour champion Sam Filimore will have Daniel Gaunt alongside him for the first round 

of the series in the TFM Ferrari 458 GT3, with Glenn Smith and John De Veth back out in the Reiter 

Engineering built Camaro GT3. Audi R8s will be the major challengers and perhaps the cars to beat, 

with International motorsport's version confirmed and the entry expected from new NZ Endurance 

champions Simon Evans and Gene Rollinson in the SMEG Racing Racer Products example. IMS also 

have a Porsche GT3 Supercup racer lined up and will run the Remraf Nissan GTR once again. 

Nick Chester is also out in the three hour race in his iconic modified Holden VZ Supercar, while other 

notable entries include a new Chevrolet Corvette C6 for Allan Rickerby, several SEAT Leon Supercopa 

machines in Class 2 and Scott Smith and Shaun van Beers trying their luck in the Ford BF V8 Ute in 

which they have made appearances in GTRNZ over the past season. Class 3 is, as ever, bristling with 

quality Honda entries, including the reigning champ Hayden Johnston's S2000. 

Watch out too for former Supercar driver Andre Heimgartner, back out with lance Hughes in his 

heavily modified and very quick TLX specification Holden V8 racer. 

The one hour race is also shaping up nicely with cars from Ferrari, Porsche, Panoz, Holden, Ford, 

Honda, Seat, Subaru, Mitsubishi, Toyota, BMW and Ssangyong all confirmed. 

"There's entries coming in by the day and we still know of a few very significant ones, so it really is 

shaping up nicely with ten days still to go," explained series chairman Kel McBeth. 

Entries can still be made at www.motorsportentry.com 

http://www.motorsportentry.com/


 

CRC SPEEDSHOW 2017 - THE YEAR OF FIRSTS 

 

 

The biggest automotive event in New Zealand is set to wow the crowds like never before this year 

ς ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ммǘƘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /w/ {ǇŜŜŘǎƘƻǿ ōǊƛƳƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŦƛǊǎǘǎΩ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻƴ 

Saturday July 22 and Sunday July 23. 

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŀǊǎ ƻǊ ǎǘŀǊǎΣ ǘƘe show is packed with firsts, from budding world record breakers to iconic 

race and road car collections and hot rod reveals. 

tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǎǘŀǊ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ /ǊŀȊ-E-horse, a one-off Kiwi designed and built 

Mustang road car with a world record in its sights. Powered by a single electric motor developing 2000 

horsepower Craz-E-horse will make its public debut at CRC Speedshow in unfinished and project form 

before final fettling and a serious tilt at the record for the fastest road going electric powered cars at 

the Meremere drag strip.  

Craz-E-horse might be the mechanical star, but the human star will no doubt be iconic drifting legend 

ΨaŀŘΩ aƛƪŜ ²ƘƛŘŘŜǘǘΦ aƛƪŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƴƻǘ 

only in the spectacular live Action Arena, but also being on hand to meet the fans and sign autographs 

on both days. A handful of lucky CRC Speedshow visitors will also have the chance to sit alongside Mad 

Mike in one of his cars and sit alongside him whilst he gives them the ride of their lives around the 

purpose built track ς another first! 

²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƛƴ ŎŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ǘƻ ŘǊƻƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛǊŜΦ 

For hot rod fans, there will be no fewer than 20 first time reveals at the show and some first North 

Island appearances such as the Semi Rat and the Diesel Rat.  



If race cars are your thing then in amongst the hundreds that will be on show will be another first ς 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ΨƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜΩ ŎŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀst New Zealand circuit racing season all 

gathered together in one place at one time ς again a first. 

Road car fans can also rejoice, with a new feature ς the Classic Cover Insurance Retromania Display ς 

which will being iconic machines and their modern namesakes together for a unique display. Think of 

Ford GTs, Mustangs, Camaros and Jeeps, right through to Fiat 500s, Minis and Beetles! If you have 

ever wondered how alike, or how unalike the modern version looks alongside the original, then this 

will be the display that answers those questions. The show will also see the New Zealand public debut 

of one of the all-time hot hatch classics, and now the fastest ever front wheel driver car around the 

Nurburgring circuit ς the Honda Civic Type R. 

Live Action gets a ǊŜǾ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /w/ {ǇŜŜŘǎƘƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ aŀŘ aƛƪŜ ǿƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

taking on Fanga Dan in a rare encounter, it will also feature the Ultimate Speed Machine Challenge, 

drone racing, a drag car start up and burn out courtesy of Karl Boniface, UTV racing and a spectacular 

jet car flame show that is guaranteed to leave any fan or casual visitor literally speechless. 

Radio Controlled racing fans can once again look forward to one of the biggest events of the calendar 

with the NZ Indoor Off Road Championship set to be fought out at CRC Speedshow 2017 and right at 

the other end of the spectrum, there will also be live dyno runs featuring for the first time at a 

Speedshow event.  The Meguiars Charity Cruise also expands for 2017, with its traditional car run on 

the Sunday and, in another first, a truck cruise scheduled for the Saturday of the show! 

ά²Ŝ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǿ ƻŦ ŦƛǊǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜǎǘ ŀǳǘƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ 

ever in New Zealand and we will definitely have more than enough to leave every type of car fan, 

ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Řŀȅ ƻǳǘ ǳǘǘŜǊƭȅ ƎƻōǎƳŀŎƪŜŘΣέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǎƘƻǿ 

organiser Ross Prevette. 

ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ŜǇƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

pǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧƛƎǎŀǿ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

 

 

 

 

  



CHRISTCHURCH SECURES FIRST SOUTH ISLAND PREMIER 

MOTORSPORT CHAMPIONSHIP EVENT FOR 2018 

 

The 2017 Toyota Racing Series blasts towards the first turn at the Mike Pero Motorsport Park, 

Ruapuna. The circuit has secured a two year deal to host the first round of the series - the Lady 

Wigram Trophy meeting. 

Photo Credit Euan Cameron 

Motorsport promoter Speed Works Events has confirmed 12-14 January 2018 as one the key dates 

of this year's championship calendar for the 2017-2018 summer racing season, with the Mike Pero 

Motorsport Park, Ruapuna hosting The Lady Wigram Trophy - the first round of the international 

Toyota Racing Series.  

The circuit, which hosted the first round of this year's championship, has secured the fixture for both 

2018 and 2019. 

Ten categories have also expressed an interest in being at the first of the two South Island Premier 

Motorsport Championship events in 2018, led by the Toyota Racing Series. The supporting fields will 

likely include BNT Touring cars, NZ SuperTrucks, the Toyota 86 Championship, the traditional big 

field of OSCA racers and the Pirelli Porsche Championship, which enjoyed its biggest grid of the 

2016-нлмт ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ wǳŀǇǳƴŀ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ fielded almost 30 cars. 

Other classes in the mix for the event could include Pro 7 Mazda, which is looking to increase its 

participation in the Speed Works Motorsport Championship next season after being part of two 

events last season. 

Speed Works Events is also introducing a one hour feature race with a grid of 36 cars comprising the 

top 12 championship contenders from the fastest V8s, GTs and Porsches. This will be a feature race 



on Saturdays at each event where it is run. It will be included on the schedule at the Christchurch 

meeting. 

"We are delighted to be able to confirm the opening round of the TRS championship at the Mike 

Pero Motorsport Park for the next two years," explained Speed Works promoter Geoff Short. 

"We enjoyed working with the Canterbury Car Club team at this year's event which everybody 

considered a resounding success and we are looking forward to building on the success of that over 

the next two years at least. It guarantees fans and the circuit an international motorsport event for 

the next two years with a packed programme of support races and an exciting one hour winner takes 

all shoot out." 

A draft calendar with options for the season has already been circulated to prospective categories 

and more date announcements are expected soon as the 2017-2018 championship racing season 

takes shape.    

 

! wŀŎŜǊǎ {ǘƻǊȅΧΧ 

As the mornings get colder and the days get shorter, a select group of adrenalin fuelled motorsport 

enthusiasts join in a collective sigh as they accept that not only is winter coming, but so too is the 

end of their motorsport season. The ReTyred Furniture Season Finale Meeting is happening this 

weekend the 6 and 7 May 2017 run by HRC at Hampton Downs. The meeting incorporates the final 

round for many national series including 2KCUP, Superkart Drivers Club NZ, BMW Race Driver Series, 

Formula Pacific/Atlantic NZ, Pre 65 Racing, Rotary Racing Enthusiasts, NZ6, PPG Classic Trials and 

Superlap. 

While the competitors may be feeling down that it will soon be over, you can be sure that they are 

ƎŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ 

will see one of the largest numbers of competitors together battling it out for their final placings, 

and certainly will be the biggest meet at Hampton Downs this year. 

Two competitors who have a lot on the line are Petrea (Peach) and Joe Ardagh from team 

Ψ9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ CŜŜƭΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ {ǳǇŜǊƭŀǇ 

Series this year in matching EK Honda Civics each with its own twist. Joe is piloting his maroon 

coloured civic complete with B18cr while Peach is behind the wheel of her black coloured k24 

powered Civic, both in their maiden season. 

¢ƘŜ ǇŀƛǊ ŀǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘǊŜŜǘ нǿŘΩ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƳƛted to street tires and both 

vehicles must be able to be driven on the road. The series has been a close race for the pair and 

coming into the final round Peach is ahead in third place with Joe hard on her heels in fourth. While 

there is no prize money at stake, bragging rights and dishes duty are on the line and so each racer 

will be anxious to come out on top!  

Behind the race cars the pair insist that what happens at the track stays at the track. They work on 

their race cars together and work hard to achieve each of their goals and so they believe that each 

ǿƛƴ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ōŜ WƻŜ ƻǊ tŜŀŎƘΩǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ōǊŀƎƎƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

important thing to each of them is that the cars perform well and that each driver is able to reach or 

beat their Personal Best and improve as a driver.   



Both Joe and Peach would like to sincerely thank their sponsors as they are adamant that without 

their help it would simply be out of reach to run not only one competitive race car but two to the 

standard that they have managed this year. They would especially like to thank Mike at Embroidery 

Works for his instrumental help over the season as well as Nan at the Bling Company, Kane at Toyo 

Tires and all the help they receive from Race Brakes, Miller Motorsport and SpeedScience.  

YŜŜǇ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŎƻƪŜΩ ǎǘȅƭŜŘ ŎƛǾƛŎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŜǊ 

them on as they battle it out before putting their cars back in the garage for some exciting 

development work over winter. 

 

Peach and Joe Ardagh 


